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Americans can fully participate in our thriv-
ing economy. I look forward to working with
Members of both parties in the House and
the Senate this year to enact this historic and
innovative legislation.

Memorandum on Strategy for the
Development and Transfer of
Assistive Technology and Universal
Design
July 25, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Strategy for the Development and
Transfer of Assistive Technology and
Universal Design

It is my Administration’s policy to accel-
erate the development and deployment of as-
sistive technology and technology that pro-
motes universal design. Assistive technology
maintains or improves the functional capa-
bilities of people with disabilities. Universal
design is the design of products and environ-
ments that enables all people to use these
products, to the greatest extent possible,
without the need for adaptation or special-
ized design. Assistive technologies and prod-
ucts that incorporate universal design prin-
ciples can significantly improve the quality
of life for people with disabilities and in-
crease their ability to participate in the work-
place.

Therefore, to improve the quality of life
for people with disabilities, I direct as fol-
lows: (a) The Interagency Committee on Dis-
ability Research (ICDR) shall, within 120
days from the date of this directive, publish
a report identifying priority areas for the ad-
vancement of assistive technologies and uni-
versal design capabilities. This report should
be prepared in cooperation with the disability
and the research communities. The report
should cover technologies needed for im-
proving or increasing:

• Sensory functioning, such as digital
technologies to enhance speech intel-
ligibility;

• Mobility enhancement, such as ad-
vanced prosthetic devices;

• Manipulation ability;

• Cognitive function;
• Accessibility of information and com-

munications technology, such as text-to-
speech and speech recognition systems;
and

• Accessibility to, and mobility within the
physical environment.

(b) Following the issuance of this report,
each agency that participates in the Small
Business Innovation Research program
(SBIR) shall, consistent with current law, de-
velop a strategy for enhancing the transfer
of technology that can contribute to the
needs and requirements identified by the
ICDR. This strategy must address both intra-
mural and extramural research and develop-
ment. Agencies shall publish their strategies
6 months after the issuance of the ICDR re-
port. Agency strategies should include, but
not be limited to, the development of fo-
cused solicitations under the SBIR program.

This memorandum does not create any
right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable by law, by a party against the
United States, its officers, its employees, or
any other person.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Senate Transmitting
Optional Protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child With
Documentation
July 25, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith two optional protocols to the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child, both of
which were adopted at New York, May 25,
2000: (1) The Optional Protocol to the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child on In-
volvement of Children in Armed Conflict;
and (2) The Optional Protocol to the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child on the
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Child Pornography. I signed both Protocols
on July 5, 2000.

In addition, I transmit for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to both Protocols, in-
cluding article-by-article analyses of each
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